
Instructions for Queer Ancestry Ritual 
 
Queer People of Tolerant Cultures: 
 
In your breakout room, make sure to introduce yourselves. 
 
Your group represents all queer humans living in homo-tolerant cultures, from the 
dawn of humanity, up to about the 1850s. Some societies in the past never 
upheld any formal prohibitions against queerness. In some, queerness was 
tolerated, and in others, was celebrated and cherished. This category, called 
“Tolerant Cultures,” includes most societies that existed before one of the three 
major monotheistic religions. This includes indigenous peoples from all over the 
globe, European pagans, and ancient cultures ranging from Africa to the Far 
East. 
 
Take a few minutes for each person to read through one of the informational 
posters. Take turns paraphrasing, in a minute, what you have read to the others.  
 
When finished, each person should share for 1 or 2 minutes: 

● In what ways are these societies different from our society today, in terms 
of their relationship to queerness? 

 
Imagine that you could speak to all the future humans that will live in intolerant 
cultures. What would you say to them? What would you want them to remember? 
What hope can you offer them? What warnings? You may wish to write down 
some of the phrases that feel the most potent to you. 
  
















